CHAPTEE VI
WAES AGAINST BRUGES AND FRANCE
1486—1494
More troubles in Flanders—Maximilian taken prisoner by the men of Bruges—His release—The city attacked by Frederick III—Long and tedious war follows—Maximilian betrothed to Anne de Bretagne —Charles VIII marries Anne—Peace of Senlis—Marguerite sent lack to Germany—Death of the Emperor Frederick III—Maximilian marries Bianca Sforza, niece of the Duke of Milan.
A FTEE his coronation as " King of the Komans/* -£A- Maximilian returned to the Netherlands in the summer of I486, and went to Malines to fetch his son the Duke Philippe, in order to accompany him in a kind of royal progress through his dominions. Even the democratic burghers could not be quite unconscious of the glamour which attended the Archduke's new dignity, and he met with a very favourable reception in Brabant and the other provinces. His subjects had gained their purpose, and rejoiced in being at peace with France, but Maximilian was still full of bitterness and his heart was set upon revenge. He openly broke the Treaty of Arras by taking possession of Omer, but the next year this city was again occupied by the French under Philippe de Cr^vecoeur, and the only result of his useless campaign was to excite the indignation of the people by the presence of his German and Swiss
06t round in a solar system amidst countless others. The thoughts and beliefs of men were shaken to their very foundation, and we can scarcely wonder that the long-revered scholastic philosophy of the Middle Ages was treated with ridicule, and men began to look upon the Gothic cathedrals and abbeys with the same indifference as they felt towards the mysti-wn t«* f:iw*« «»•* flip mother of Fran^in I; in luff r l\M'm% ronf^r«'iirf* \V.T« irj^^nritl^Ivlit* «}ui^n' * i MUMM may know how to iiml with van n,. hat- , 'c! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
